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A    Major    Responsibility 
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IN  June  of   1880  Samuel   Harrison  Smith 
trudged   down   a   country   road   in   New 
York  State  on   the  first   official  missionary 


President  Benson. 


journey  in  the  Church  in  this  new  dispensa- 
tion. He  had  been  set  apart  by  his  brother- 
Prophet.  With  copies  of  a  new  and  strange 
hook  on  his  back  he  travelled  25  miles  that 
day  without  disposing  of  a  single  copy. 
Seeking  lodging  for  the  night,  faint  and 
hungry,  he  was  turned  away — after  briefly 
explaining    his    mission — with    the    words : 


Yon  liar,  get  out  of  m\  house.  You 
shan't  stay  one  minute  with  your  hooks."* 
Continuing  his  journey,  discouraged  and 
with  heavy  heart,  he  slept  that  Hrst  night 
under  an   apple  tree. 

So  began,  in  the  most  inauspicious  way, 
the  missionary  work  of  the  Dispensation  of 
the  Fulness  of  Times,  through  the  Restored 
Church — the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints. 

One  hundred  and  sixteen  years  have  come 
and  gone  since  that  first  humble  missibnar) 
set  (jut  to  carry  the  message  of  salvation  t' 
a  confused  world.  In  fulfilment  of  the  firsl 
of  three  all-important  God-given  mandates, 
this  great  work  has  gone  forward  through 
the  years  unabated.  It  is  a  dramatic  chap- 
ter in  the  history  of  a  peculiar  people.  Hut 
in  all  the  annals  of  Christendom  there  i>-  no 
greater  evidence  of  courage,  willingness  !<• 
sacrifice  and  unbounded  devotion  to  duty. 
Men.  women  and  children — all  have  joined 
in  this  heroic  effort  with  no  hope  of  material 
reward. 

These  ambassadors  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  as  they  firmly  believe  themselves  to 
he.  have  trudged  through  iimil  and  snow, 
swum  rivers,  gone  without  the  common 
necessities  of  food,  shelter  and  clothing  in 
response  to  a  call.  Voluntarily  fathers  and 
sons  have  left  homes,  families  and  jobs  to 
go  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  enduring  great 
physical  hardship  and  unrelenting  persecu- 
tion. Families  have  been  left  behind — 
often  in  dire  straights — willingly  labouring 
the  harder  to  provide  means  for  "  then- 
missionarv."       And  through  it  all  there  has 
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been  a  joy  and  satisfaction  which  has 
caused  families  at  home  to  express  grati- 
tude for  special  blessings  received  and  the 
missionaries  invariably  to  refer  bo  this 
period  as  "  the   happiest   time  of  my   life. 

It  has  been  conservatively  estimated  thai 
between  76  and  LOO  thousand  full-time 
missionaries  have  served  the  Church  since 
1830,  to  say  nothing  of  the  thousands  of 
local  men  and  women  who  have  performed 
valiant  missionary  service  at  home,  num- 
bering currently  more  than  2,000.  These 
faithful  emissaries,  who  have  gone  abroad, 
bave  expended  from  4.3  to  60  million  days 
of  missionary  effort  at  a  cost,  through  loss 
of  personal  income  and  expense  for  living, 
of  more  than  225  to  300  million  dollars — 
and  this  does  not  include  any  costs  of  trans- 
portation to  and  from  or  in  the  field,  costs 
of  administration  at  home  or  abroad,  nor 
expense  of  local  missionary  service. 

Probably  no  group  of  people  of  compar- 
able size  in  all  the  world  has  made  such  a 
free-will  offering  to  the  spread  of  righteous- 
ness— and  this  from  people  who  are  not 
wealthy  and  who,  in  addition,  are  expected 
to  contribute  one-tenth  of  their  interest 
annually  to  "  the  work  of  the  Lord," 
according  to  the  ancient-modern  law  of  the 
tithe. 

Why  ?  What  is  it  that  brings  forth  such 
sacrifice. of  time,  means  and  the  comforts 
and   sweet    associations  of  home? 

Is  it  not  the  burning  conviction  that  God 
has  again  revealed  Himself  to  man  on  the 
earth,  re-established  His  Church  with  all 
the  gifts  and  blessings  enjoyed  in  former 
days  and  committed  again  to  men  His  Holy 
Priesthood  with  authority  to  exercise  it  for 
the  blessing  of  His  children?  Yes,  without 
doubt,  it  is  the  personal  testimony  of  the 
divinity  of  this  great  latter-day  work,  faith 
in  the  commands  which  have  been  given  ir. 
this  and  all  past  dispensations  regarding  the 
purposes  of  the  Almighty  and  our  responsi- 
bility as  His  covenant  children,  the  know- 
ledge that  God  lives  and  loves  His  children, 
and  the  conviction  that  it  is  our  mission  to 
build  and  save  men  everywhere. 

From  the  days  of  the  Prophet  Adam  to 
the  days  of  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  and 
his  succesors,  whenever  the  priesthood  has 
been  on  the  earth,  a  major  responsibility 
has  been  the  preaching  of  the  saving,  eter- 


nal principles  of  the  gospel — the  plan  of  sal- 
vation.       Father  Adam  taught    these  things 
to   his  own   children.      (P.   of  G.P.,    Mo  i 
5:12.)         Consider    Noah's    long    years    of 
uiissionarj   effort  and  the  preachings  of  all 

the  ancient  prophets.  (P.  of  (i.P..  Moses 
8:16-20.)     Each   in  his  da\    was  commanded 

to  carry  the  gospel  message  to  the  children 
of  men  and  call  them  to  repentance  as  the 

only  means  of  escaping  the  pending  judg- 
ments. The  Master  made  crystal  clear  tin 
great     mission    of    His    ancient    apostles    to 

go  ye    therefore,    and    teach    all   nations." 

In  the  early  visits  of  the  resurrected 
Moroni  to  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith,  it  was 
emphasized  that  the  Prophet's  name  would 
be  known  for  good  or  evil  throughout  the 
world  and  that  the  new  volume  of  scripture 
and  the  restored  gospel  message,  which  it 
contained,  would  have  to  be  carried  to  the 
entire  world  "  by  the  mouths  of  my  dis- 
ciples, whom  I  have  chosen  in  these  last 
days." 

More  than  a  year  before  the  Church  was 
organized,  the  Lord  revealed  through  the 
Prophet  that  "  a  -marvellous  work  is  about 
to  come  forth  among  the  children  of  men 
and  that  the  field  was  "  ripe  already  to 
harvest."  The  early  converts  were  charged 
with  the  burden  of  the  responsibility  as 
follows:  "  Therefore,  O  ye  that  embark  in 
the  service  of  God,  see  that  ye  serve  him 
with  all  your  heart,  might,  mind  and 
strength,  that  ye  may  stand  blameless  be- 
fore Cod  at  the  last  day."  (1).  and  C.  4:2.) 
They  were  counselled  to  ever  "  remember 
that  it  is  not  the  work  of  Cod  that  is  frus- 
trated, but  the  work  of  men.''  (]).  and  C. 
8:3.)  In  consoling,  confidence-inspiring 
words  the  Lord  admonished  them  to  *'  fear 
not,  little  flock  ;  do  good;  let  earth  and  hell 
combine  against  you,  for  if  ye  are  built 
upon  my  rock,  the\  cannot  prevail  "  and 
"  look  unto  me  in  every  thought:  doubt 
not,  fear  not."  These  early  elders  were 
cautioned  that  "  no  one  can  assist  in  this 
work  except  he  be  humble  and  full  of  love 
and  \et  they  were  given  such  convincing 
assurance  that  the  thought  of  failure  never 
entered  their  hearts. 

As  testimonies  of  the  truth  of  the  mission 
of  the  Prophet  Joseph  were  born  in  upon 
their  hearts,  they  often  asked  the  Prophet  to 
inquire  of  the  Lord  as  to  "that  which  would 
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be  of  most  worth  "  unto  them.  Always 
tin-  answer  came  clear  and  unequivocal: 
And  now,  behold,  I  s;i\  unto  you,  1 1 1 ; 1 1 
the  thing  which  will  be  of  the  most  worth 
urito  you  will  be  to  declare  repentance  unto 
this  people,  thai  you  maj  bring  souls  unto 
me,  thai  you  may  resl  with  them  in  the 
kingdom  of  1 1 1 x    Fuller."     (I),  and  ('.    15:6.) 

Greal  promises  were  made  to  these  earh 
missionaries.  They  were  lold  tli.it  "  the 
worth  of  souls  is  great  in  the  sight  of  God 
and  t  h;it  if  t  he\  "  should  labour  all  your 
days  in  crying  repentance  unto  this  people 
and  bring  save  it  be  one  soul  unto  me,  how 
great  shall  be  your  jo\  with  him  in  the 
kingdom  of  my  Father,"  and  that  if  many 
souls  were  converted,  their  joy  would  he 
multiplied  accordingly.  All  these  ami 
many  other  glorious  promises  were  made 
even  before  the  Church  was  formalh 
organized,   April  6,    1830. 

Following  the  organization,  men  an  I 
women  were  baptized  and  worthy  brethren 
ordained  to  the  priesthood  and  set  apart  to 
cry  repentance  and  to  deliver  the  message 
of    the    Restored    G-ospel.        Even    greater 

promises  were  embodied  in  the  revelations 
which  followed,  many  of  which  referred  in 
no  uncertain  terms  to  the  solemn  responsi- 
bility resting  upon  the  restored  Church  to 
preach  the  word.  In  the  fall  of  that  same 
year  came  the  word  of  the  Lord  through 
the  Prophet  as  follows:  '  For  verily, 
verily,  I  say  unto  you  that  ye  are  called  to 
lift  up  your  voices  as  with  the  sound  of  a 
trump  to  declare   my    gospel   unto  a   crooked 

and  perverse  generation.       For  behold,  the 

field  is  white  alreadx  to  harvest  ;  and  it  is 
the  eleventh  hour,  and  the  last  time  that  1 
shall  call  labourers  into  m\  vineyard."  (D. 
and  C.  33:2-3.)  The  Lord  made  it  plain 
to  these  humble  ambassadors  that  they 
were  "  preparing  the  way  of  the  Lord  for 
His  second  coming  "  and  that  the  time  was 
soon  at  hand  that  He  should  "  come  in 
pow  er  and  great  glorj . ' ' 

In  referring  to  the  "  eleventh  hour,  and 
the  last  time  that  I  shall  call  labourers  into 
my  vineyard,"  the  Lord  made  it  (dear  that 
this  is  tin'  last  dispensation  and  a  period 
foreordained  from  the  beginning  not  to  be 
overcome  l>\  the  powers  of  evil.  This.  too. 
was  most  reassuring  to  these  earl\  elders. 
And    yet    at    times,    then    as    now.    all    were 


not  full\  faithful.  Some  failed  to  effec- 
tivelj  use  the  talent-  with  which  the  Lord 
had  blessed  them  "  because  of  the  fear  ol 
man."  With   thes.-   the    Lord   registered 

his  displeasure  because  thej  would  no! 
open   their  mouths  and   proclaim    His  word. 

Woe  unto  such,  for  in\  anger  is  kindled 
against   them."     ( I  >.   and  ('.  60:2.) 

The  fearful,  however,  were  'he  exception 
and,  as  the  work  advanced,  the  promises 
made  to  these  messengers  <>f  peace  and  sal- 
vation Increased.  Thej  were  promised 
that  their  words  would  be  prompted  b\  the 
power  of  the  Hol\  Chost  and  would  "  be 
the  will  of  the  Lord  "  and  scripture  1 1 1 )  1  •  < 
the  people  iiiasinuidi  as  they  were  faithful. 
Thej    were   told   ill   no   uncertain   terms   thai 

the\    were   being   sent    "  out   to   prove   the 

world,"  that  the\  should  "  not  be  wear\ 
(  f  mind,  neither  darkened  .  .  .  And  a  hair 
of  their  head  should  ."  not  fall  to  the 
ground  unnoticed."  Likewise  they  should 
not  go  hungry,  neither  athirst." 
Is  it  any  wonder  then  that  with  their 
personal  testimonies  that  a  new  dispensa- 
tion of  the  gospel  was  being  opened  up. 
coupkd  with  these  stirring  promies  of  the 
Lord,  they  went  forth  in  power  and  at 
great  personal  sacrifice,  without  monetan 
reward,  even  though  their  number-  were 
few  and  their  circumstances  poor.  Add 
to  this  the  fact  that  the  heavenlx  pro- 
nouncements emphasized  that  this  was  the 
last  time  the  gospel  should  be  given  to  men 
as  a  witness  in  preparation  for  Christ's 
second  coming  and  the  end  of  the  world — 
the  end  of  wickedness.  Theirs  was  the 
responsibility  of  warning  the  world  of  im- 
pending judgment  as  it  is  ours  to-day. 
They    knew,    as    do    we.    that    the    Lord    has 

said:    "  For  a  desolating  scourge  -hall   !_',, 

forth  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth, 
and  shall  continue  to  be  poured  out  from 
time  to  time,  if  the\  repent  not.  until  the 
earth  is  empty,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof 
are  consumed  awa\  and  utterlv  destroyed 
b\   the  brightness  of  my  coming.       Heboid. 

I    tell   you   these   things,    even    as    I    also   told 

the  people  of  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem; 
and  my  word  shall  be  Verified  at  this  time 
as  it  hath  hitherto  been  verified."  (D.  and 
C.   5:19-20.) 

The    time   came    in    late    lS.'ll    to   consider 
(Continued  on  page  118.) 
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The  Book  of  Mormon — 

Message  and  Evidences 


By  Dr.  FRANKLIN  S.   HARRIS,  Jr. 


TINS    spring,    in    New    York    City,    the 

■         Grrolier  Club   Belected   and   exhibited 

LOO    In.oks,    published    before    L900,    whicn 

most  influenced  the  Life  and  culture  of  the 

American  people.  These  were  such  books 
as  The  Autobiography  of  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin; Noab  Webster's  An  American  Dic- 
tionary; Abraham  Lincoln's  Gettysburg 
Address;  and  the  Book  of  Mormon,  which 
was  given  to  the  world  by  Joseph  Smith  in 
1830.  This  recognition  of  the  influence  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon  recalls  a  letter  written 
b\  the  late  Charles  H.  Hull,  Professor  of 
American  History,  Cornell  University,  and 
published  in  1027,  in  volume  80,  p.  082  of 
the  Millennial  Star.       He  wrote: 

/  am  perfectly  willing  to  saij  to  any- 
one that  I  suppose  the  Bool:  of  Mormon 
to  be  one  of  the  most  famous  and  widely 
discussed  books  ever  published  in 
America."  He  then  makes  the  state- 
ment still  stronger.  "  I  think  an 
arguable  case  can  be  made  for  the  asser- 
tion that  it  is  the  most  famous  and 
widely  discussed  booh,  ever  first  published, 
in  America.'' 

Let  us  review  some  of  the  history  of  this 
renowned  book  over  its  more  than  a  cen- 
tury of  influence  since  first  published  in 
L830.  The  Book  of  Mormon  deals  with 
the  migration  from  the  Old  World  to 
America,  of  three  groups  of  peoples.  It  tells 
of  their  civilization  and  religious  experi- 
ences of  long  ago,  covering  a  number  of 
centuries.  It  was  the  acceptance  by  this 
book  which  gave  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  its  nickname  of 
Mormon,''  a  Church  which  now  numbers 
nearly   a    million  members. 

Curiously  the  Hook  of  Mormon  in  First 
Xephi.  13:40,  predicts  its  world-wide  dis- 
tribution. Yet  with  all  the  large  reading 
public  of  our  age  and  the  publicity  tech- 
niques, publishers  rarely  print,  even  for  a 
very  promising  book,  an  initial  edition  of 
5,000  copies.  Tn  Palmyra,  New  York,  in 
1830,    it   was  daring  indeed,   to  do  so  with 


the  Book  of  Mormon.       People  in  Palmyra 

Wondered  wh\  such  a  large  edition  was 
planted  when  onl\  a  lew  copies  would  meet 
the  local  demand  for  a  long  time.  If  to 
the  daring  of  such  a  large  edition  is  added 
the  boycotting  of  local  citizens  and  the 
caustic  and  reviling  opposition  which  im- 
mediately developed,  it  seems  a  miracle 
that  the  edition  would  ever  be  sold. 
Many  Denounce  Booh. 

Following  the  publication,  though  some 
people  accepted  the  book,  many  more  de- 
nounced it,  such  as  the  editor  of  the 
Rochester  Daily  Advertiser,  on  April  2, 
1830 : 

The  Book  of  Mormon  has  been  placed 
in  our  hands.  A  viler  imposition  was  never 
practiced.  It  is  an  evidence  of  fraud, 
blasphemy  and  credulity,  shocking  to 
Christian  and  moralist." 

And  the  prediction  of  the  April  13,  1833 
issue  of  the  Missouri  Intelligencer  and 
Boon's  Lick  Advertiser: 

The  Book  of  Mormon  cannot  survive 
this  generation.  The  next  will  remember 
it  only  to  smile  at  the  credulity  of  the 
present.  " 

An  editor  of  the  New  York  Spectator, 
December  4,  1841,  also  foretold  a  short  lift' 
lor  the  book.. 

This  seemed  to  be  the  popular  point  of 
view  to  take  in  those  days.  Rev.  Wm. 
Harris  in  Mormonism  Portrayed,  1041.  p. 
10,  used  some  of  this  same  type  of  strong 
speech : 

Probably  in  the  history  of  the  world, 
there  is  not  to  be  found  an  instance  of  more 
cool  impudence,  and  deliberate  blasphemy, 
than  is  contained  in  the  Book  of  Mormon." 

Unlike  most  of  the  critics  of  the  Book  of 
.Mormon  Alexander  Campbell,  the  founder 
of  the  Disciples  of  Christ,  made  a  careful 
study  of  the  book  in  his  Millennial  Har- 
binger of  February  7,  1851.  Some  of  his 
criticisms  will  be  discussed  in  the  future. 
But  the  book  continued  to  increase  in  ac- 
ceptance and  he  deplored   in  his  magazine. 
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in    \mr),   vol.  0,  p.  44: 

ivrhaps  we  were  loo  sanguine  when  we 
thought  that,  the  Cable  was  so  barefaced  that 
ii  could  i iot  stand  upon  its  legs  or  palms  in 
the  face  of  da)  and  the  American  people. 
lint  he  referred  to  it  as  a  fraud. 

Wh\  such  strong  Language  in  vigorouslj 
condemning  this  book  and  in  predicting  its 
short  life?  These  people  balk  as  though 
a  serious  menace  must  be  stopped  In  all 
means,  frequently  using  aamecalling  as  ;i 
substitute  for  reason.  Sometimes  thej 
sound  like  children  who  have  had  a  toy 
taken  from  them. 

Keystone  of  Religion. 

What  wag  the  Importance  of  the  hook  to 
the  young  Church  of  -Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
d,i\  Saints,  founded  April  6,  1830,  and 
grOvy  ing  rapidly '.' 

It  is  "  the  keystone  of  our  religion,"  em- 
phasized Joseph  Smith  on  November  28, 
1841.  He  was  the  president  of  the  Church 
and  the  translator  of  the  records  of  the 
ancient  peoples  who  lived  lone  ago  on  the 
American   hemisphere 

Similarlj  in  1850,  Orson  Pratt,  in  Ins 
Divine  Authenticity  of  tin  Book  oj  Mor- 
limn,  \u  the  language  of  his  day  tells  win 
1  he   ministers  were  so  ,-iroused  : 

'  The  Book  of  Mormon  must  he  either 

true  or  false.  If  true,  it  is  one  of  the  most 
important  messages  ever  sent  from  Cod  to 

man  ...  If  false,  it  is  one  of  the  most 
cunning,  wicked,  hold,  deep-laid  imposi- 
t'ons  ever  palmed   upon    the   world."     - 

As  the  decades  rolled  on  and  the  hook  in- 
creased iiLjsales  and  popularity,  main  noli 
Mormons  made  their,  comments,  favourable 
and  critical.  Sir  Richard  F.  Burton,  in 
isiil.  observed  in  City  of  the  Saint*,  p. 
814: 

"  America,  like  Africa,  LS  a  continent  of 
the  future;  the  Hook  of  Mormon  has- 
created  for  it  an  historical  and  miraculous 
past.  " 

Often  the  critics  complained  of  the  lan- 
guage and  sometimes  of  the  message  of  the 

hook.  Now.  according  t,>  .1.  \\\  Conybeare, 
in  L854,  in  the  Edinburgh  Review,  99, 
&2Q-22: 

"  This  worthless  hook  .   .   .  contains  no 

no\el  dogmas,  .  .  .  We  do  not  remember, 
among  all  the  ponderous  folios  which 
human  dullness  has  produced,  any  other 
hook    of    such    unmitigated    stupidity.      It 


seems  inconceivable  how  an)  man  uouhi 
patiently  sit  down,  daj  after  day,  to  wear_\ 
nnnself  with  writing  sheet  after  sneet,  oi 
such  Bleep-compelling  nonsenst 

Yei  at  tin:  same  time  in  1851,  Tin 
Editor's  Table  in  HARPER'S  Ami 
MONTHLY  MAGAZINE,  3,  70i,  evaluates 
the  liuuli  in  these  t<  i  in* 

"...  We  do  mil  hesitate  to  say  it.  ■!<>> 
Snath,  or  irhin  ver  was  its  author,  has  madt 
a  booh  superior  to  thai  <>t  tin  Arabian 
prupln  I  [Mohammed),  deeper  m  its  philoso- 
phy, purer  in  its  morality,  and  /«/  won 
original  ..." 

Also,  there  rriusi  In  something  chal- 
lenging in  the  message  o)  <<  />""/,-.  which 
would  excite  people  like  Dr.  WiUard 
Richards,  a  physician  in  Richmond,  Massa- 
chusetts.      When  Dr.  Richards  fir si  picked 

up    the    huoh    anil    lend    the    first    page,    tie 

remarked,  "  Either  Qod  or  I  In  <l<  vil  wrote 
this  booh,''  ami  then  In  read  tin  book 
through  twict   in  ten  <lnijs. 

Some  people  hae,  accused  tin  Hani,  oj 
Mormon  of  dangerous  doctrines,  tint  not  so 
Mark  Twain,  writing  in  bsT-J.  in  ROUGH- 
ING IT: 

There  is  nothing   vicious  in   its  teach- 
ings.    Its  code  oj  morals  is  objectionable." 

In  1881.  in  Life  Among  tin  Mormons 
Samuel  \Y.  Smucker  was  to  wonder  "  that 
so  much  plausible  evidence  should  be  col- 
lectible in  support  ,if  the  most  transparent, 
pious  fraud  ever  attempted  to  be  palmed 
off  on  the  credulity  of  mankind.'" 

It  is  not  surprising  that  Smucker  won 
dered  because  already  there  had  appeared 
part  of  the  large  bod}  of  evidence  di>- 
covered  and  published  b\  the  earlier  Book 
of  Mormon  students,  among  whom  were 
Orson  Pratt,  George  Reynolds,  B.  H. 
Roberts,  Thomas  W.  Brookbank  and  .).  M. 
Sjodahl.       Much  has  been  published  since. 

Do    the     Later-da}     Saints,     as    a     people. 

re/use  to  consider  claims  made  1>\  the 
critics?       Rev.   M.   T.    Lamb,    like  others. 

felt  if  he  COUld  expose  and  discredit  the 
Book  of  Mormon  that  it  would  explode  the 
Mormon  ('hutch.  He  lectured  all  over  what 
was  then  the  1'tah  territory,  and  published 
his  lectures,  in  1887.  in  the  (inhlen  Hible. 
Unusual  interest  was  shown  1>\  his  Mor- 
mon audiences.  He  reported  that  he  had 
been  asked  several  times  to  speak  ai  the 
(Continued  on   page  123:) 


I  IK 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN   ME8SKNGKR. 


October,  1946 


Elder  Sonne  Appointed  to  Preside  in 

Europe 


THROUOH  the  Church  News  section 
word  nf  the  appointment  of  Elder 
Alma  Sonne  as  President  of  the  European 
Mission  has  recently  been  received.  He 
will  be  accompanied  to  Europe  l>\  his  wife. 
They  will  arrive  in  England  aboul  the  20th 
of    October.  He    will    succeed    President 

Benson,  who  will  return  to  his  home  in  Salt 
Lake  City  when  his  missionary  assignments 
are  completed. 

Elder  Sonne,  who  is  a  prominent  hanker, 
business  man  and  Church  leader  of  Cache 
Valley,  was  named  an  assistant  to  I  ho 
Council  of  tlie  Twelve  in  April,  l(.)4f.  He 
has  been  active  in  the  performance  of  his 
labours  as  a  member  of  the  General 
Authorities. 

President  Sonne  was  born  in  Logan, 
March  5,  .1884,  a  son  of  X.  Christian  and 
Eliza  Peterson  Sonne.  He  graduated  from 
the  Brigham  Young  College  in  1U04,  and 
did  graduate  work  there  in  1905.  In  the 
following  year,  he  began  his  work  with  the 
First  National  Bank,  of  whieh  he  is  now 
president  and  has  been  with  that  institution 
ever  since,   except   for  tour  years. 

From  1910  to  1912,  Elder  Sonne  filled  a 
mission  in  England,  where  he  had  charge  of 
emigration  work,  traffic  and  transportation 
in  the  British  Mission  office. 


lie  bad  held  nearly  even  position  in  the 
First  National  Hank,  being  executive  vice 
president  and  cashier  prior  to  his  present 
office  of  president. 

His  Church  service  has  been  varied  and 
considerable.  He  has  been  ;i  member  of 
Logan  Fourth  Ward  bishopric  and  of  the 
Logan  Ninth  Ward  bishopric,  a  member  of 
Cnche  Stake  High  Council,  Cache  Stake 
M.I. A.  Superintendent,  and  a  member  of 
Cache  Stake  presidency  for  seven  years,  two 
years  of  whieh  he  was  president. 

He  is  past  president  of  Logan  Chamber 
of  Commerce,  and  was  chamber  director  for 
1")  years.  He  has  heeti  president  and 
director  of  Logan  Rotary  Club  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Cache  regional  welfare  com- 
mittee. 

He  is  a  director  of  Logan  home  building, 
and  a  director  of  the  Bear  River  Mutual 
Fire   Insurance   Company. 

Mrs.  Sonne  also  is  well  qualified  to  assist 
her  husband  with  the  duties  of  the  mission 
particularly  with  the'  women  and  their 
organizations.  Since    their   marriage   she 

has  accompanied  Elder  Sonne  in  his  tour  of 
two  missions  where  she  entered  enthusiast  i- 
callly  into  the  work,  speaking  many  times 
and  thrilling  the  many  audiences  before 
whom  they  appeared  with  her  lovely 
singing.  .    ■ 


A    Major   Responsibility From   page  115. 

the  publication  of  the  revelations  that   the 

Lord  had  given  to  His  Church.  By  this 
time  many  revelations  had  heen  received 
and  the  Church  had  shown  considerable 
growth  in  spite  of  persecution  and  drivings 
from  the  powers  of  evil.  At  this  confer- 
ence of  elders,  where  consideration  was 
being  given  to  the  compilation  and  publica- 
tion in  hook  form  of  the  revelations,  a  most 
significant  thing  happened.  The  Lord  re- 
vealed through  the  Prophet  Joseph  a  great 
revelation  addressed  to  the  people  of  His 
Church  and  "  unto  all  men,  and  there  is," 
He     declared,      "   none     to     escape."  Xo 

message  heretofore  given  set  forth  in  such 
clarity  and  power  the  world  wide  nature  of 


the  message  of  the  restored  gospel.  If 
there  had  heen  any  question  before,  this 
left  no  room  for  doubt  :  Our  message  is  a 
world  message. 

Xo  person  can  read  Section  One  of  the 
Doctrine  and  Covenants,  realizing  that  the 
Church  accepts  it  as  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
and  ask  why  we  send  missionaries  into  all 
pails  of  the  world.  The  responsibility — 
and  a  major  one  it  is — falls  squarely  upon 
the  membership  of  the  Church,  for  "  the 
voice  of  warning  shall  be  unto  all  people, 
by  the  mouths  of  my  disciples,  whom  I 
have  chosen  in  these  last  days."  Then  the 
Lord  adds:  "  They  shall  go  forth  and  none 
shall  stay  them,  for  1  the  Lord  have  com- 
| Continued   on    page   120.) 
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DISTRICT    HIGHLIGHTS 


Transvaal  District. 

Norman  (i.  Muir,  President,  119,  Kitchener 
.\\cnuc,  Bess  Valley,  Johannesburg. 

I!<i m<tli  District. 

Evan  I'.  Wright,  President,  7.  Chrisleiie 
Avenue,  Cyrildene,  Johannesburg. 
The  two  daughters  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Norman  (i.  Muir  announce  their  engage- 
ments. Sister  Mercia  Muir  is  betrothed 
to     Edward     Sinclair    TewSOn     and     Norma 

Leonette  Muir  to  Fredrick  George  Ninhow, 

Jr.  Sincere  good  wishes  to  these  two  happy 
couples.  A  most  successful  (lold  and  Green 
Ball  was  held  in  the  Kensington  Hall  on 
the  (*)th  of  September,  under  direction  of 
the  new  M.I. A.  officers.  New  Counsellors 
in  the  Young  Men's  Presidency  are  John 
Matthews  and  Hairy  Sharpe.  The  Primary 
Association  re-opened  with  a  party  on  I  he 
4th  of  September.  Primary  rneetings  will 
be  held  on  Thursday  during  the  coming 
season.  Sister  Stephenie  Ninnow  was  us- 
tained  as  Primary  Mother  and  Sisters  Eve 
Larsen,  ('.  \Y.  Jacobs  and  Myrtle  Sharpe 
and  assistants. 
Liahona  Branch, 

Ariel  T.  Smith,    President,  61,   Victoria 
Street,   Hoset tcnville,  Johannesburg. 

Sister  Daphne  Vice  lias  been  convalescing 
at  Nelspruit,  Eastern  Transvaal,  after  a 
serious  illness  in  the  General  Hospital.  The 
infant  son  of  Brother  and  Sister  Douglas 
(Tiarsley  was  blessed  and  named  Douglas 
Henry  Charsley  by  Brothel-  Ariel  T.  Smith 
on  September  1st.  Barbara  Ann  Smith 
was  blessed  and  named  by  her  father,  Ariel 
T.  Smith,  August  4th. 
Pretoria  Branch. 

George  Ganter,  President,  84,  Elson  Street, 
Pretoria  West. 

Brother  Norman  (i.  Muir  spent  the  day 
and  was  the  speaker  at  the  services.  Sep- 
tember 8th.  The  Pelief  Society  presented 
a  special  service,  September  1st,  honouring 
President  George  Albert  Smith. 
Springs  Brunch. 
lieaford   Putter,    President,   07.    5th   Street. 

Brother  and  Sister  Hancock  and  family 
have  returned  from  an  enjoyable  holiday  in 
Durban.  They  intend  making  their  home 
there  soon. 


North  Wist  Branch. 

William    H.     Bruunmr.    37,    Albert     Lioad, 
New  lands,  Johannesburg. 

During  the  month  Brother  and  Sister 
Brummer,  of  the  District  Presidency,  had 
tin-  pleasure  of  attending  the  Home  Sunday 
Sohoo]  in  Vereeniging  and  report  good  pro- 
gress and  interest  in  t  he  work. 
Bloemfontein  Branch. 
Clarence  B.  Spear,  President,  P.O.  Box  50. 

During  the  month  Brother  Spear  has 
been  in  Durban  visiting  with  Harr\  and 
attending  to  business  there.  Sister  A  mm 
Greenberg,  of  Ladybrand,  has  been  ill 
recently.  Sister  Grotique,  of  Kimberley, 
continues  in  as  good  health  as  her  mam 
\  ears  will  permit . 
Durban  Branch. 

Louis    Duncan,    President.    Is7,    Montpeli.r 
K<  tad. 

A  letter  from  Durban  indicates  Sistel 
Moore  is  improving  in  health.  A  new  bab} 
girl  was  born  in  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  van  Kck.  Brother  ('.  B.  Spear,  of 
Bloemfontein,  was  a  visitor  during  the 
month.  He  was  a  speaker  at  a*  cottage 
meeting  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Si-t.  i 
Moore,  September,  L5th.  Sunday  Schools 
are  being  held  in  the  home  of  Brother 
.Moore,    and   it    is   hoped   a   suitable   hall   can 

be  arranged  soon. 

East   London. 

B.   A.   T.  Jubber,    President,   .">.    Na  boon  view 

Boad,  Southernwood. 

Brother  Tonnnx  -lubber  is  now  conduct- 
ing successful  Sunday  School  gatherings  at 
his   home,    24,    Morison    Road,    Cambridge 

West. 

Cape  District. 

Dan  Cherrett,  President.  11.  Serpentine 
l!oad,  Pinelands.  . 
interesting  news  of  the  District  is  the 
marriage  of  Sister  Rosa  Herbst.  of  Paarl,  to 
Mr.  Fredrick  Poiix  Potter,  of  Wellington. 
The      chapel      at      Cuinorah      \\a>      fittingly 

decorated  with  flowers.    The  ceremony  was 

performed  b\  President  -June  IP  Sharp. 
Sister  Alma  Herbst  and  Pieter  Swanepoel 
were  the  witnesses.  A  wedding  dinner  was 
served  to  near  ralatives  and  friends  at  the 
Doll  House.     The  couple  enjoyed  a  honey- 
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moon  at    Hermanns.        Ourverv    bcBl   wi-ln- 
Northern  Sulkifiba-, 

Leslie  Kalse,  President,  "  Marcourt,"  Main 
Road,  ELerste  River,  ('.  P.  ' 
The  marriage  of  Theodora  Annalv  Theron1, 

of  Kpping  (ianlcn  Village,  and  Kenneth 
Smith,  son  of  Broth'ef  and  Sister  Frank 
Sniiih,  of  11.'!,  Alice  Street,  Gobdwood,  look 
place  Saturday,  September  24th.  Con- 
gratulations and  best  wishes. 
Mowbray  Branch. 

Alvin    Park,    President,   "  St.   Ceorgc's 
Villa,"  Foresi   Rbadj   Rbndeboseh. 

The  outstanding  event  of  the  season  was 
tin'  Annual  Cold  and  Green  Ball  given  in 
the  recreation  hall  at  Ournora'h,  September 
17th,  by  the  M.I. A.  The  hall  was  verv 
appropriately  decorated  in  the  M.I.  A. 
colours.  Umbrellas     were     covered     with 

crepe  paper  and  suspended  from  the  ceil- 
ing. Garlands  of  flowers  hung  from  the 
umbrellas  and  streamers  were  draped  to  the 
side  and  end  walls  making  a  ceiling  of  gold 
and  green.  A  hedge  of  arum-lilies  across 
the  stage  and  mimosa  banked  across  the 
floor  just  in  front  of  the  stage  added  to  the 
attractiveness  of  the  hall.  Decorated  lan- 
terns and  gold  and  green  streamers  com- 
pleted the  decorations  of  the  stage.  An 
improvised  window  and  sill  with  flower  box 
and  lovely  fresh  flowers  added  to  the  beauty 
of  the  hall.  Streamers  of  flowers  were 
draped  along  the  walls.  Brother  John  M.  T. 
Wilson  was  master  of  ceremonies.  During 
the  evening  two  special  demonstration 
dances  were  given.  One,  "  the  dance  of  the 
flowers,"  by  the  Beehive  and  Gleaner  Girls 
and  the  "  Formation  Waltz  "  by  six  couples 
from  the  Gleaner  Girls  and  M-Men's 
classes.  These  dances  were  very  well 
received  and  encores  were  called  for.  An 
interesting  event  of  the  evening  was  the 
crowning  of  Helen  Sharp  "  Queen  of  the 
Ball  "  by  Brother  Alvin  Park.  Supper 
was  served  in  the  small  hall.  The  serving- 
fable  was  attractive  with  a  colourful  centre 
piece  of  fresh  flowers  and  tall  white  taper- 
ing candles  in  low  holders  tied  with  bows 
of  gold  and  green.  Near  two  hundred 
guests  enjoyed  the  evening. 

The  first  Sunday  in  September  the  Relief 
Society  gave  a  programme  honouring  Presi- 
dent George  Albert  Smith. 

Sister  Kay  Gilberson  has  been  in  hospital 
for  several  weeks. 


Claude  and  Dorothy  Si'eger  air  the  proud 
parentis  of  another  lov:e.J\  babv  girl  born 
August  22nd. 

Jack  Seeger  has  returned  lo  the  Gape 
after  several  moni  hs  in  Rhodesia. 

A   Major  Responsibility.     Prom  page   LIS. 

inaudrd    them."  The    levelal  ion    further 

states  that  all  these  things  He  has  given 
unto  His  disciple-missionaries  "  to  publish 
unto  you,  0  inhabitants  of  the  earth." 
After  declaring  that  His  voice  is  unto  the 
ends  of  the  earth,  the  Lord  points  out  thai 
He,  "  knowing  the  calamities  which  should 
come  upon  the  inhabitants  of  tin-  earth, 
called  upon  mv  servant,  Joseph  Smith 
Junior,  and  spake  unto  him  from  the 
heavens."  The  same  as  in  all  other  dis- 
pensations a  means  of  escape,  revealed 
through  a  prophet,  is  provided.  Then  ih" 
Lord  emphasizes  that  He  is  "  willing  to 
make  these  things  known  unto  all  flesh 
and  that  He,   is  "  no  respeclor  of  person^.;" 

As  a  closing  admonition  he  invites  all  His 
children  to  "search  these  command- 
ments,'- which  have  been  revealed  for  the 
blessings  of  all  mankind,  because  "  they 
art'  true  and  faithful  and  the  prophesies  and 
promises  which  are  in  them  shall  all  be  ful- 
filled." Though  heaven  and  earth  pass 
away,  His  "  word  shall  not  pass  away,  but 
shall  all  be  fulfilled,  whether  by  mv  own 
voice  or  by  the  voice  of  mv  servants  it  is 
the  same." 

And  so  as  Latter-day  Saints  everywhere, 
with  personal  testimonies  of  these  great 
events,  we  accept  humbly,  gratefully  this 
major  responsibility  placed  upon  the 
Church.  We  are  happv  to  be  engaged  in 
a  partnership  with  (air  Heavenly  Father  in 
the  great  work  of  the  salvation  and  exalta- 
tion of  His  children.  Willingly  we  give  of 
our  time  and  the  means  with  which  He 
may  bless  us  to  the  establishment  of  His 
Kingdom  in  the  Earth.  This  we  know  is 
our  first  duty  and  our  great  opportunity. 
This  spirit  has  characterized  the  missionary 
work  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  all  ages. 
It  has  been  an  outstanding  mark  of  the 
ushering  in  of  the  Dispensation  of  the  Ful- 
ness of  Times — our  time.  It  has  charac- 
terized the  unselfish  labours  of  devoted 
members  of  the  Church  in  war-torn  Europe 
during  the  long  war  years.  Wherever 
(Continued  on   page  124.) 
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Sunday  School  Sacrament  Gem 

and     Concert    Recitations    for 

November,    1946 

SACRAMENT   GEM. 

I  lcl|)  us,  ( )  God,  tn  realize 
Thy  great  atoning  sacrifice, 
The  gifl  of  Tli\  beloved  Sou. 
The  Prince  of  Peace,  the  Holy  our. 

COSPEL    DOCTRINE. 

Lift  up  your  hearts  and  be  glad,  for  I 
am  iu  your  midst,  and  am  \our  advocate 
with  the  Father;  and  it  is  Ins  good  will  to 
give  you  the  kingdom. 

]).   and  ('.,   Sec.   29,   5. 

COSPEL   MESSAGE. 

And  ye  must  give  thanks  unto  God  in  the 
Spirit  for  whatsoever  blessing  ye  arc  blessed 
with.  And  ye  must  practise  virtue  and 
holiness  before  me  continually. 

]).  and  C.,  Sec.  46:32,  33. 

SENIORS. 

And  that  which  doth  not  edify  is  not  of 
God,   ami   is  darkness.       D.  and  Q.  51): 23. 

JUNIORS. 

.  .  .  For  the  Lord  God  giveth  light  unto 

the    understanding;    for   he   speaketh  unto 

men  according  to  their  language,  unto  their 
understanding.     2  Nephi  31:3. 

INTERMEDIATE     CLASSES. 

They  that  have  done  good  shall  have  ever- 
lasting life;  and  the]  that  have  done  evil 
shall  have  everlasting  damnation. 

Helaman  13:26. 

PRIMARY. 

1 1'  every  litt le  hoy  or  girl 
Some   loving  word   would   sa\ 
Or  just   one  kindly  deed  would  do. 
The  world  would  he  more  gay. 

KINDERGARTEN 

1  know    the    Lord   will   help  me 
In  all  my  work  and  play  ; 
But  I  must  truly  seek  Him 
In  grateful  prayers  each  da\ . 


Branch  Teacher's   Message, 
November,    1946 

M REVERENCE" 

D  BVERENCE  is  the  ke\  to  sincere  and 
■^  true  worship.  Without  il .  worship  is 
but  a  pretence.  To  revere,  honuor,  and 
respect  God;  his  love,  power,  and  mat 
which  he  has  sanctified,  is  to  demonstrate 
actual  reverence.  The  reverence  and  divine 
honour  which  the  human  soul  pays  to  God 
constitute  one  of  the  tnosl  joyous  experi- 
ences that  can  come  to  man.  The  trul\ 
reverent  soul  feels  that  he  is  ever  in  the 
presence  of  dcit\  .  Carl\  le  said.  "  1; 
ence  is  the  highest  of  human  feelings." 
Such  an  atmosphere  should   stimulate  the 

normal     man     to     the     highest     moral     and 
spiritual  effort  and  conduct.    Reverent  con 
sideration   for  the  priesthood;  the  boufi 
the    Lord,    law    and    government,    and    the 
home,    will    he    indispensable    in    aiding    to 

realize    this    worthy    objective. 

One  cannot  revere  God  and  at  the  same 
time  disregard  his  Bolj  Priesthood. 
Through  this  power,  man's  spiritual  pro- 
gress and  salvation  are  assured.       Eternal 

life  is  (iod's  greatest  gift  to  man.  yet  the 
highest  goal  in  his  kingdom  can  he  gained 
only  through  the  priesthood.  God's  Ber- 
vauts  cannot  act  in  his  name  unless  they 
hear  it.  The  Lord's  work  cannot  he  con- 
summated without.  When  we  realize  the 
value  of  this  divine  power  which  is  lavished 
upon  us,  our  hearts  should  BWel]  with 
reverent  thanksgiving  and  appreciation  for 
such   a   gift. 

The  house  of  the  Lord  is  (iod's  sanctuary 

and  has  been  consecrated  to  worship.     Here 

man  should  offer  up  his  humble  supplica- 
tions and,  in  return.  God  will  manifest  his 
divine  approval  h\  shedding  forth  the  peace- 
ful influence  of  his  spirit  upon  the  faithful. 
•lust  as  man  reveres  deity,  he  should  hold 
in  reverence  those  houses  dedicate. 1  to  him. 
Respect  for  law  and  government  is  neces- 
sary to  assure  man's  safety.  Man  should 
attempt  to  permit  <>nl\  the  enactment  of 
fair  and  just  laws,  and  after  adoption  it  is 
his    duty    to   observe    them    fully.  ~B\    BO 

doing   he   manifests   a   reverent   attitude   of 
love   and   good   will   toward   his  fellow"   men. 
His   responsibility    dors    not    end    here:    he 
(Continued  on   page   122.  i 
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PHE  Improvement  Era  is  the  "  Voice  of 

*  t lie  ( Ihurch  "  and  as  such  il  is  of  Un- 
lit must  importance  thai  it  should  be  in 
every  Latter-day  Some!  The  farther  from 
the  headquarters  of  the  Church  the  more 
importanl  it  is  thai  the  "  Voice  of  the 
Church  "  be  in  cur  homes.  It  is  a  m.st 
valuable  tie  thai  hinds  us  to  the  main  ho;i ; 
of  the  Church.  The  living  Prophet  of  God 
and  other  of  His  appointed  servants  speaij 
to  us  each  month  through  its  pages.  Tli- 
two  General  Conferences  of  the  Church  each 
year  are  reported  in  detail  and  as  such  the 
continued  revelations  of  the  Lord  to  His 
people  may  be  received  in  our  homes  in  all 
parts  of  the  earth. 

Each  Branch  President  in  the  Mission 
will  be  doing  the  families  of  his  branch  an 
extra  good  turn  if  he  will  serve  as  or  appoint 
a  good,  lively  Era  director.  An  Era  direc- 
tor ought  to  feel  that  his  or  her  work  is 
never  dune  because  of  unlimited  opportunity 
to  place  this  magazine,  our  missionary,  the 

Voice  of  the  Church,"  in  the  homes  of 
members  and  friends. 

In  the  July  issue  of  the  Era  Elder  John 


!>•  Giles,  of  the  Genera]  Superintendence  of 

the  Y.M.M.I.A.,  points  ou1  thai  this  year 
the  home  subscription  list  to  the  Era  is 
20,000  more  than  a  year  ago.  The  Southern 
States  Mission  leads  the  entire  Church  bj 
having  2,892  subscriptions  in  the  homes  of 
the  friends  and  members  of  that  mission. 

It  is  now  time  the  South  African  Mission 
should  be  given  a  "  quota  "  or  the  Dum- 
ber of  subscriptions  to  be  sold  and  we 
should  be  aboui  the  business  of  seeing  to 
it  that  the  "  Voice  of  the  Church  "is  in 
the  homes  of  the  Latter-day  Saints  and 
their  friends.  There  is  interest  appeal  to 
every  member  of  the  family.  The  Priest- 
hood of  the  Church  can  ill  afford  to  be  with- 
out it.  The  subscription  price  is  12/6  per 
year  and  can  he  paid  to  your  Branch  Presi- 
dent with  your  name  and  address.  In  order 
that  you  do  not  lose  any  copies  if  there  is 
a  possibility  of  a  change  of  address  then 
use  the  "  Cumorah  "  address  and  it  will  be 
forwarded  to  you.  District   and   Branch 

Presidents,  please  give  this  your  careful  and 
earnest   attention. 

J.B.S. 


Branch  Teacher's  Message From  page  121. 

should     support     and     uphold     those     who 
administer   the   law. 

The  home  is  responsible  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  spirit  of  reverence.  That  atti- 
tude which  is  maintained  in  the  home  will 
be  displayed  by  -man  as  he  makes  his 
various  social  contacts.  Where  devotion 
is  paid  to  Cod  through  the  medium  of 
family  prayer  and  the  name  of  deity  is 
always  held  sacred  by  parents,  it  is  safe  to 
assume  that  most  children  reared  in  this 
manner  will  dedicate  themselves  to  righte- 
ous living.  The  training  that  is  given  in 
the  home  will  reflect  in  the  conduct  of  the 
children.  If  they  are  taught  to  honour 
their  parents  to  carry  over  into  the  Church. 
The  same  condition  usually  prevails  when 
parents  observe  and  uphold  the  law. 

The  words  of  Bailey  are  fulfilled  in  the 
reverent  soul  when  he  said,  "  Respect  is 
what  we  owe;  love  is  what  we  give."  To 
the  reverent  conies  the  spirit  of  peace,  that 
peace  which  enables  him  to  live  in  harmony 


not    only    with    deity,    hut    with    his    fellow 
men. 

From  The  Improvement  Era. 

The  Book  of  Mormon — Messages  and  Evidences. 

—  From  page  123. 
of  continual  controversy.  Scores  have  tried 
to  expose  or  explain  it  during  its  135  years, 
and  are  still  writing.  How  shall  we  judge 
the  Book  of  Mormon'.'  It  is  a  physical, 
tangible  object  which  cannot  be  whistled 
away.  Yet  is  there  a  real  basis  to  some 
of  the  criticisms  made  of  the  book?  What 
is  its  present  value  to  Christianity  and  the 
world?  Does  the  hook  have  a  message  of 
power  to  the  mid-twentieth  century?  What 
is  its  relation  to  the  Bible'.'  In  succeeding 
talks  we  shall  deal  with  these  questions. 
We  shall  explain  why  it  continues  to  persist 
in  spite  of  all  the  critics  have  said  against 
it.  why  it  enjoijs  a  greater  circulation  than 
at  anii  time  in  its  history,  why  it  continues 
to  he  a  great  power  for  good  in  the  lives  of 
men  ami  women   all  over  the   world. 

Church   Radio  Committee. 
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The   Book  of   Mormon — Message  and   Evidences. 

—  Prom  page  117. 
Sunday    services,    and    upon    two    occasions 
was     cheerfulh      allowed     llie     use     of     their 
school    houses,    on   one   occasion    the    bishop 
himself  presiding.       He  concluded: 

"  The  Mormons,  man)  of  them  at  least, 
are  willing  to  listen  to  SUCb  a  discussion, 
so  long  as  their  cherished  convictions  are 
treated  with  candor  and  kindness.  The) 
will  accept  and  read  whatever  the  author 
is  willing  bo  put  into  their  hands  upon  this 
subject,  provided  it  is  written  in  the  same 
kindb    spirit." 

Rev.  Lamb  is  one  of  the  two  people  who 
have  attempted  seriously  to  discredit  the 
Book  of  .Mormon  on  the  hasis  of  the  lan- 
guage of  the  hook  itself  and  earl)  American 
civilizations.  The  other  effort,  b\  Charles 
A.   Shook.  35  years  ago,  was  published  to 

show  that  "  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  false 
in  its  historical  claims  and  in  its  descrip- 
tions of  the  race,  religion,  arts,  customs  and 
civilizations  of  the  ancient  Americans,  and. 
hence,  cannot  be  accepted  as  from  Grod." 
One  notices,  with  the  years,  an  increas- 
ing tone  <>f  respect  among  the  critics.  Lei 
us  note  a  few  recent  comments  on  the 
book.  .1  Rochester  newspaper  editor,  writ- 
ing in  P)30,  felt  tliis  way  : 

"...   The  book  itself,   however,   rem<ii>te<l 

on  which  tens  founded  the  greatest  religion 

of  the  continent  and  the  century  .  .  .  It 
teas  not  the  boot;  itself  tint  the  wonderful 
influence  it  had  on  America  that  counted." 

An  interesting  comment  is  given  in  'rill: 
DESERET  NEWS,  October  29,  1937: 

'  The  Bool;  of  Mormon  gives  the  clearest 
conception  of  the  original  American  Indian 
of  all  historical  records."  according  to  the 
Christian  Indian  poet,  singer  and  lecturer. 
Chief  Hiatus  Tecumseli .  of  .Cashmere. 
Washington . 

Notice  this  appreciation  by  Charles  J. 
Finger,  in  L935,  in  THE  "DISTANT  PRIZE, 
p.  205: 

Still  .  .  .  there  is  the  literary  master^ 
piece;  how  an  unschooled  lad  could  have 
hail  the  imagination,  the  patience,  the  per- 
severance to  write  a  volume  of  nearly  sir 
hundred  printed  pages;  in  imitation  of  the 
biblical  style:  teaching  a  faith  for  which 
men  died:  for  which  hundreds  of  thousands 
faced  hardships :  accepted  as  truth  big  more 
than  half  a   million   people  to-day  .   .    .   The 


hotd;  does  not   make  exciting  reading  In/  ami 

.minus,  bat  I.  for  vnc,  cannot  ceiis,  in  won- 
der   at    tin     liroad    sweep    of    caucus    ichich 

Smith  jilted  with  h/s  tale. 
And' from  n  prominent  Ann  clean. 

of  all  tin  American  books  of  tin  mm  - 
tcenth  century,  it  eet  m%  probabU  that  the 
Book  of  Mormon  iius  the  must  powerful.  It 
reached   perhaps   only   one   pi  ret  tit   "/    //" 

I' lilted  States,  but  it  affected  this  i, ue  pri- 
ce nt  si,  powerfully  and  lastingly  that  all  tin 

peopU    of    tin     United    States    hue,     /-» , ,, 

affected,  especially  liy  its  contribution  in 
opening  one  of  our  great  frontiers:" 

So  Spoke  the  then  Scrrctary  of  Agricul- 
ture,  Henry  A.    Wallace,  at  a  pn  en  ie  of  tin 

New  York  Times  National  Book  Fan. 
November  5,  L937. 

Good  and  had  have  been  said  about  tin 
hook.        A  controversy    about    its  claim.-  and 

value  has  raged  down  to  the  present  day. 
but  in  spite  of  the  doubts  which  have  been 
raised,  the  book  is  still  a  best  seller,  with 
35,000  copies  a  year,  produced  in   English 

b)  tie'  Church  of  .Jesus  Christ  of  Latter? 
da\  Saints  alone,  and  over  two  million 
copies  of  the  hook  printed  during  its  histor) 
in  twenty-four  different  languages.  Each 
year  many  people  go  on  reading  it  and  ac- 
cepting it. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Church  has 
spent  Large  amounts  of  mone)  in  distribut- 
ing the  Book  of  Mormon,  and  ten-  of  thou- 
sands of  missionaries  have  been  sent  with 
it  to  the  nations  of  the  earth  with  greal 
sacrifices  h\  parents  and  friends.  Why  is 
the  Church  spending  large  smn>  of  nioiie\  '.' 
Why  are  missionaries  giving  of  their  time'.' 
Wh)  have  people  endured  persecution?  To 
perpetuate  a  fraud'.'  Or  is  it  because  as 
Thomas  1  >e  Quincey  would  sa\    this  book  IS 

a  literature  of  power  "?  Many  have  been 
persecuted  for  distributing  the  book  or  en- 
dured prison  for  reading  it  as  did  W.  W. 
Phelps.  People  will  sacrifice  for  causes 
the)  believe  to  be  worthwhile,  resulting  in 
large  numbers  of  people  accepting  the  book 
as  a  message  from  God,  leaving  friends. 
fortune  and  comfort,  and  joining  the 
Church,  to  take  their  lot  with  other  mem- 
bers in  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints  in  furtherance  of  its 
message. 

The  Book  of  Mormon  has  been  a  subject 
(Continued   at   foot  of  page   122.) 
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Laws  That  Bind 


THERE  are  many  brief  statements  of 
doctrine  which  have  become  maxims 
to  the  Latter-day  Saints.  They  are  so  welt 
known  to  us  that  as  we  say  or  hear  them, 
we  hardly  think  of  their  real  meaning. 

Among  these  well-known  sayings  are  two 
quotations  from  the  scriptures.  One  reads 
as  follows  :  — 

I  the  Lord  am  bound  when  ye  do  what 
1  say,  but  when  ye  do  not  what  I  say,  ye 
have  no  promise."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
82:10.) 

The  other  is  : 

There  is  a  law  irrevocably  decreed  in 
heaven  before  the  foundations  of  this  world, 
upon  which  all  blessings  are  predicated,  and 
when  we  obtain  any  blessing  from  God  it  is 
by  obedience  to  that  law  upon  which  it 
is  predicated."  (Doctrine  and  Covenants 
130:20-1.) 

The  Lord  has  made  clear  that  all  things 
are    subject    to    law.        He    has    said    that 

unto  every  kingdom  is  given  a  law,  and 
unto  every  law  there  are  certain  bounds  also 
and  conditions.  All  beings  who  abide  not 
in  those  conditions  are  not  justified." 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  88:3(3-9.) 

Those  in  the  Church  desires  to  enter  the 
celestial  kingdom  of  our  Father  in  the  world 
to  come,  and  in  this  life  they  desire  to 
receive  the  blessings  which  the  Lord 
promises  to  the  faithful  here.  The  realiza- 
tion of  both  these  goals  is  subject  to  the 
brief  maxims  above  quoted,  and  as  he  says, 

All  beings  who  abide  not  in  those  condi- 
tions are  not  justified. 

The  law  of  the  Lord  is  well  known  to  us. 
By  keeping  it  or  disregarding  it,  we  choose 
for  ourselves  the  kind  of  conditions  in  which 
we  wish  to  live.  In  a  sense,  we  daily  judge 
ourselves  by  our  choice  of  obedience  or  dis- 
obedience to  the  laws  upon  which  blessings 
are  predicated. 

Right  here  in  this  life  we  could  enjoy  the 
greatest  of  earthly  blessings  by  obeying  the 
law  of  which  those  blessings  are  predicated. 
Yet  so  many  allow  themselves  to  be  blinded 
by  their  selfish  desires,  casting  aside 
superior  blessings  for  an  immediate  satisfac- 
tion. As  they  do  so  some  suppose  that  the 
Lord  in  his  mercy,  will  grant  those  blessings 


anyway,  saying  that  he  is  kind  and  for- 
giving, and  will  overlook  our  little  failures. 
Yet  he  has  said,  "  1  am  bound  when  ye  do 
what  I  say,  but  when  ye  do  not  what  1  say, 
ye    arc    no    promise,"    and    this    so    many 

forget. 

Indeed  the  Lord  is  kind  and  gracious;  yet 
he  is  teaching  us  the  way  of  progress,  the 
way  to  become  like  him,  and  he  could  never 
lift  us  to  that  perfection  which  is  like  his 
perfection,  by  letting  us  disregard  the  very 
laws  upon  which  that  progress  is  based. 

Could  the  chemist  disregard  the  laws  of 
chemistry  and  succeed'.'  Could  the  farmer 
disregard  the  laws  of  agriculture,  and  hope 
to  get  a  crop?  Could  the  builder  cast  aside 
the  laws  of  sound  construction  and  hope 
that  his  house  would  stand  when  the  winds 
blow'  and  the  rains  descend  and  beat  upon 
that  house?  Neither  will  the  Lord  reward 
us  when  we  disregard  his  laws. 

Let  all  who  trifle  with  sacred  things,  who 
break  the  simple  laws  of  the  gospel,  who 
believe  they  can  "  get  away  "  with  infrac- 
tions of  the  Christian  life,  consider  these 
things.  Let  all  remember  that  the  man- 
ner in  which  each  will  be  judged  by  his  own 
works,  is  that  each  will  receive  only  such 
as  blessings  as  he  was  willing  to  earn  by 
obedience  to  the  laws  upon  which  those 
blessings  were  predicated.  The  Prophet 

Joseph  taught  that  to  win  the  ultimate  of 
celestial  glory  in  the  world  to  come,  we 
must  obey  the  celestial  law,  "  and  the 
whole  law  too."  The  crown  is  not  promised 
to  the  "  part  "  observer,  but  to  him  who 
is  faithful  in  all  things,  even  unto  the  end. 
Deseret  News — Church  Section. 

A   Major  Responsibility From  page  120. 

faithful  Latter-day  Saints  are  to  be  found, 
this  spirit  of  unselfish  sacrifice  for  the 
greatest  cause  in  all  the  earth  exists. 

In  a  word,  we  dedicate  our  all  to  the  work 
of  the  Lord — the  establishment  and  growth 
of  His  Kingdom  and  the  spread  of 
righteousness.  This  is  our  major  responsi- 
bility. We  accept  gratefully  the  challenge 
and  pray  ever  for  the  Lord's  sustaining 
power  as  we  go  foreward. 

EZRA  TAFT  BENSOX, 
European  Mission  President. 
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